Narrow Rooms
Vocal score

Vance (Counter Tenor)

Andrew Toovey (2018)

J=60 (Hesitant, stammering) Scene 1
Please, 1 won'ttake but a minute of your time, doc. It's Sidney
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The triad chords can be played on the harmonium and/or distributed between violin (also playing the higher line),
viola and clarinet. The bass part can be shared between cello and bassoon or played by one of them.
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He's come home. He's been pardoned. He's a free man. But Sidney don't want to go out
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Dr. Ulric (bass)
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and see any- body

and he'snot happy either

when he's with me.

Don't force him, then.
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Do nothing now.

Best way with most problems:Let them go away from you.

But tell him, come see me
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any time at all. There's nothingtodo but let him know he's still your brother. But it was only me
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who visited him inthe prison! Whoelse wentthere week after week, far as it isfrom here, and he
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never appreciated i, all heasked about was Gareth Vaisey. But Vance, see
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it's you he's come home to. He didn't come hometo Ga - reth  after all.
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(Vance walks over to Vance Sidney (tenor
where Sidney appears) f p P m—
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You got to face them,  Sid. Who saysso? Why can't we move
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from here? Leave the house? Everything? Sell it. Who'dbuy it, Sid? It's
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all butturnedto powder. It's a wreck. Don't askmeto go to town again.
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Did you see whowas sitting there facing us? Him. Him?  Youknow very well. Roy Sturtevant.
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I never__ wanttoset eyes on him again. He's baduck._ He'sbehind every
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thing. You in prison? Roy's behind that? You know about me, don't you?
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You knowgvhatl am? Guessed the truth about Brian and me, that we...?
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It's overand done with.

Itdon't matter now. I know morethanyou give me credit for. It
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Sidne
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don't matter whatyou did. Find somethingworthy of you.  Forget me. Forget your brother.
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idney
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You are my life. I'mnot worth that much. Forget me. I hearthat you gotthe Governor
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__ to intercede for me. I'd do it again. I'd even lie for you, even if you'dkilled
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Promise me; promise

my own feelings for him.
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To understand

You should.
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to gain time.
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Roy Sturtevant.
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shouldn't have told you.
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you'll forget
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But there are

less the first allows him to.
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Vance 3 (Vance walks back over to Dr Ulric)
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Youdon't think me stainedand ~ dirty? You know better than that.
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Did you always know? Idon'tthink ‘'queer or straight'! And Idon't think God does
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either. Areyouworried about  Sidneynot havinga job? Vance,the worst is over. He's back.
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Is he? You still have your  brother,  yourhero. He confided in you. He told you.
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(Pours a drink)
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He returned yourlove morethanhecouldre-turnit to another man. Drink it. Itwill calm you
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Vance = DrUlric

down. Youknowthe Vaisey boy? Gareth? Rememberhe was theonly one to survivethat
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train wreck? Garethlost his father and two brothers inthecar Gareth was driving. He was
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Vance Dr Ulric
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motherneeds a care-ta - ker for him. No,doc. Sidney can't do thatkind of work. Canand must. Why
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S 3 (Vance walks back over to where Sidney is standing)
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can't he? Caretaker?! Never.
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A job hascome up. Taking careof the young man injured in thattrain wreck
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mightnot have told me.

you

and you,

died,

Gareth might have, mighthave
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the other caretakers never stayed
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To care for Gareth the invalid,

Beneath me?

I'thoughtit was 'be- neath you'.
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Maybe we bestdropthei -
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who was thrown by his horse. Bad - ly kicked, not injured in that train wreck.
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Scene 2

(In the home of Mrs Vaisey and Gareth, her son)

Mrs Vaisey (Soprano)
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(Vance enters)
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It's

in his work?

Is he not happy here,

ol 1]

ol 1]

ol 1]

i o

P HOO
"

O




Mrs Vaisey
-
P ——mf —— f p 3 pp
n i % I | ! I } | ]
S e ===
N 3 — ‘ — | T =
3 3
. Vance, I seethathappiness is happiness, unless happiness it - selfis a sin.
= © © fo
o p— p— p—
b’ A | | | ]
6 | | | |
)
o) ; - T T ]
I=———== | | |
| 1L | o 1
= 7o s
mp . —_—wmf 3 3 —— p
) e | | T -
b’ A N | [ [ | [ P | P [T 1 — | - ]
Y 4 L7 \\, [ & | [ = o | r o0& ‘; i ﬁ ‘;' - i i
e = — 7
Your brother hashelped my son ~ Garethin ways no  qualified specialist or doctor could.
N g = #ﬁ o g
b’ A | | | | ]
Y AW | | | | |
@ | | | | |
)
¢): i i i i i
—o I o o Fo |
© ®O e
Vance
mp P mf —P
) AN s RN ‘ ‘ e N s PN
f——F— . s s e s | )
w e —]
C = > o ‘
Sidney lost his be-lief in himself in prison. Awful things  doneto him, He's happy here,
© = o o e
— p— p— p— p—
b’ A | | | | ]
6 | | | | |
)
. I I I I ]
7 I o o I I
1 =7 = 1 1
o o o
\_/ v
Mrs Vaisey
mf >30 P mff —— p _
Q ~ 3 b '/‘E
=y va = 7 )
[@_f' = —H ] ——]
) =1 o # B o ‘ ‘ o
_ T know. But it may, sooneror later, make him... feel ‘'used? I'm sure Sidney
— —
o p— p— p— p—
b’ 4 | | | | ]
) I I I I I
"V | | | | 1
)
¢): I I I I I
V4 | PN | o | |l © |
—© © | | 1
=S



17

9 ® I | ]
Y 4 = o | [ o o Y 2 |
[’@, — —— ——
N ey 3 - S—| \
does not think he will be here for - ev-er.Though Gareth expects Sidney to remain here, permanently.
= o = o =
= = = = ~ = = =
n E = = = = = = =
b’ A | | | ]
(> I I I I
"V | | | 1
)
I r e
e 1 [ [ 11 | 11 [ [ [ 11 |
4 ! [ 11 | bl | | ! [ 11 | bl |
I \ 1 } I I \ 1 } I
PP P,
0H = _— —_— ! —
S : = o o |
N I T I? i‘ & L__ L%g——
I'venev - er seen a relationship so beauti- ful Neither of them feels bad at needlingeach
i o 1>3 S ’
= = = = — =
n I I I I J— J—
i I I I I
© | | | |
DY)
b
£ o
o | [ [ | N | [ ]
= ¢ o = ; |
| [ | | 1 | ) | 1
‘ ‘ =
Vance
mp —_ f —_ ﬁ-
3 e | — ]
D T, . eler sii*er o | -
e/ | | | | [ VA 11 | | | | | I & |
AN 4 [ | y 1] [ | — [ | [ A 1
) i—‘ﬁiﬂ:@ = r — =
other Needing each other! I spentfive years trying to get my brother released.
=
' m— I ‘ I ! I ‘ I ! I ‘ I —
Y 4 | [ [ [ [ | [ [ [ | [ [ [ [ |
@ I [ [ (PN P | [
DY)
O O
D | [ [ O ]
il | | | |
—o I I I |
Mrs Vaisey Vance
f p 5 3 P 3
f) b | [r— o | L
e b PO a1y
[ — w I ! bz Y T s —_ ——— i i ——
K E————t P 4 — Y \
3 3
Only toseehim imprisoned again? Sidney may leave anytime he wishes. I'msorry I came.
o fo
o Zex = e 2
n J— J— J— J— J—
o | | | | ]
[ I I I I I
SV | | | | 1
[Y)
5= o = S — :
V4 | | | | |
| | | 1T 1




18 Mrs Vaisey Vance

———}
mf p p (Leaves)
‘ [ i H } I | 3 | Iy I I ]
T r A s - !‘l P | . -
ég r ¥i/ A | | bhe - | [ [ [ | \/\ Ml | 1
N - [ S o ‘ r \
I'want the best for him. I understand. We canpart as friends, then?
) o
/ Fs S Fo Fo Fo—]
#80 Qe [O© o IP=Xe] [ =4 |
I O | I O | | 1
[y,
D | | [ [ [ O ]
il | | | | | |
V4 | | | | | |
| | | | | 1
Mrs Vaisey
mp — mf 3 P 3 —_ mf ——
0H —3 \ —— e ]
b 4 - I \\’ | 'T ¢ [ I I =" @ — I ]
(o) —7 7 1#%'7‘&;‘:‘:“;’4’7
SV | oo Iy 1 [ [ [ [ || [ = A 1
o) S — - D i e ——

Gareth. Please speak to your mother! Do notdo this to one wholovesyou the best.

)

b’ A O | P=N [ O | I P=Y I
ﬂyﬁ‘e—lﬁé—!o{)—rgo—moe—|
Q) ™

- Mo | | | | ]
) ¥ | O l © | | |
Z | | Fo Fo |

[ 0H \ 3 3 | 3 |
o — o | | N o [ [ — [ | | | [ N [ ]
| | - | | & < N | |
i S—(———
- o
I can'tbear it. I had tosend Sidney away. Speak to me. He's gone.
)
/o ES | = |
[ a0 WPEEP=N N | O | & |
TV JOY Ih O | == 1
o Sd o o
¢): I I I I
V4 | | | |
O | P=N 1L | 1
e HO o
mf P mf P —
0H ] e— , —— —, 3
o T T —— i
o7 e T e et 2 e, s I
) o @ - \ e
I had to makehim go. I had to. I sacrificed everything  for you.
)
p 4 T T | =N 1]
(o — oo oo o i |
TV O | o |l o IO 1}
) © o #

D I I ‘ I ! I 1]
hdll ) | | I | | | | Il |
V4 | | [ [

(@) | EP= Il_i—d—i—‘—|—|'l
4 o



19

Scene 3

(Sidney asleep, dreaming and talking to himself)

Sidney

mp

L2

——

of Roy Sturtevant.

I tellyouI'm afraid

No use talkingtoyou then...

All right Vance...
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That man hasbeen dictating my whole life.
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father  and two bro - thers. She complainedabout that, did she?
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You think you can get her to take me back? If T do, what'sin it for me?
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bet. Thank me, properly. Yes, get Gareth back, and you can have me, later ~ on.
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Scene 4

(Roy moves to near the Vaisey home)

(Enter
Mrs Vaisey)

Roy (calling offstage)
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and geography at school,when I was stumped.

I havebeenrunningaway fromhim since then, since school.
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of the waitingand pretending.

and I amtired
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(Mrs Vaisey looks down
to the ground - both exit)

Irene?

help me then,

Do you have an - y words to




3 Scene 5
(Gareth appears at Roy's house)

Roy Gareth
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or you think we done.

ever wehavedonetoyou longago,

Don'thurt him if he comes here.
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Is thattheend of your speech? Idon'thavea

let up on us.

Please now
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(Gareth pulls out a revolver
and points it at Roy)

You think I'm scared of that? Go ahead and shoot.

He has aholdon me.

hold on him.

=

O
©

LSO

Y 4 Py
[ an WA

ANV PN @ )

LR Sd

fe©

LI Sd

=
i
[
‘

—

=

e

3
goodlook at thatson-of-a-bitch to be so in love

C

=

3

Youmustnever had taken a

—

with him.

)

PN S )

IIIP=Xe )

e

|
h



35

r 4 4 y —F P mp —_—
o TP le I £ je y » = —3 1 —
o= R s E e
; | Y | | [ [ [ — [T 1
N 3 3 ' 3 — =
3
Ifyou looked athim hard you'd see there's nothingleft of love. He'ssick - er even_than
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(They walk twice around the circumference of the stage. Gareth gets more and more exhausted. Every time

it was while Ilooked at a snapshotof him. He owes me his blood. Go tell him
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he falters, Roy pushes him with the gun. The cemetery comes into view. They both stare at the stone. Without
warning Gareth pushes Roy aside, he kneels before the simple tombstone.)

‘ R T —
— = 3
You went and mentioned Brian Mc-Fee's name. Well,we're going to the cemete - ry and ask his o
)
b’ - T - T - T - ]
() i i i i
"V | | | 1
)
I | |
D | | [ [ [ | | | [ ]
il | [ [ | [ M | Py | | [ | [ | |
AN R — i 1,
> b-o \ < & b
_— ﬁ.

r I 4 Y T — o T = T = i
[" e e e Ses=c === | ol
N [— “—3— — _3,— \ \ ©

pinion if I shouldletyour lover  offthe hook. Now you march!
)
i - I - I - I - I - I
[ fanY | | | | |
"V | | | | 1
)
| | | |
¢): : — e —r— pu— — e ———— — f
Z—— —— T —H | |
- e \ - & \ ‘
Gareth
mf 3 3 3 S
[9 X } J. ! ! T — }‘\ } X ﬂ T 7 \ — m ]
N = j Ei : V [ 4 é;
You were the unknowing cause of the ruin of my family, Brian, and as youhearme on the
/\
f) | (@] Q Q)
o [700 l;\\)() 00 ]
6 = |
DY)
Tﬁbf = -\P_ b-\'t I ‘ I I i ]
il [ [ [ [ | [ [ | [ |
VA [ ! H } | | |




H | p— | — 3 \ — | r—'L
b’ A } } m } } I [ | [ s o | D ‘ S r— } I [ I |
e = e e = ‘
N ” — 4 \
otherside I behseech you. Save my home fromruinand punish this hell-hound whois  dragging us intothe
9 | | | ]
(> I I I I
"V | | | 1
)
| | | |
¢): — i —1— 1 - I : ! ———— '
V4 [ [ [ [ | ‘f' I } . } [ [ |
\ & Do \
(Roy clasps his hands over
the boy's mouth, shakes him
— mp ———— pp and cries out...)
[ | o 3
A — !  ———— P e ———— ! I - I -9
[ a0 WD ) F I [ [ o v & | [y 1T ] o } I I Z I
Y [~
grave with you. If we must,let us die, but not by his hands.
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We'llget you on homein real style  for your bedfellow and your doting Ma. This is to show your
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(Exit Roy, Sidney appears)
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pal Sidney what'sin store forhimif heevercomes  near to my property again.
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Didyou do it  Sidney? Did youkill him? Don'ttouchme again  'til he's a rottingcorpse,do you hear?
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maybe he'stheone Ishould go to.

to hounding me,

body who has devoted his life

realised that any -
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Whoeverheard of amanthat done nothing but think of another man and the otheman

e

©O

Gareth

anymore Sid.

Youdon'tlove me

hardly ever having said morethan good morning to him.
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you know

Gareth,

like he loves you.

I wantto belovedall out,

me.
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You don't need no caretaker, or nurse or nothing.
& & =z

~ O~

You're cured.

something? You're well now.
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No

I will kill him like you commanded.

What's cured about that?

___with you?
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You commandedme just by breathing,likeyoudo now.
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Supposing you were to hand me to thebarn door, like you'dbeen out hunting, and nailedup the
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me or let me go.
never wanted to.
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Kill me or let me go.

don't want to kill
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No one will ever know.
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Kill me or let me go. I will try, T will try, butdon't makelove to
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If you gohome withoutdo - ing whatI say, you won't ever be free of me.
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try,but don't make loveto me now... mp Release me, Roy. Release me. Kill me or let me
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9 | | ]
Y AW | | |
D= Fo —o i
Y oo =
v
D | | ]
il | | |
% | | |
ke - -
~ v
— o
v —3— o . — —~ — ’
e e T -
= e e | |
o =
go. Iwill try, Twill try. I don't know. Idon'tknow.
(Roy)
o mf
- 7 — - I I T 7 o b\ >
: — — _
D e e e s —teo—H+—FF
o — — w \
Isthatclear now? Is that clearnow? Is that clear_ now? If youdon'tstand up
) |
7 | | | == —
[ £ an) | | ] |
\V~o i S I O —O |
[ %%o-v%o- - @ _©® ’ $ :
rax | | | | [ [ ]
)’ | | | e | e |
| | | | @& r J [ 1
” ()
o | | ]
Y 4 - | | - |
© | | |
DY)

ﬁ
;
1

Y \ —] m— i \ ] — \ B |
! [ I/  IN— [ I ——__| e ——— | /1
N 1 r — 3 -3 3 ] 4
— I'm going toshoot you. Now bathe my right wristand armmy right foot and thigh with this alcohol I

Y
%
:
H
K




46

r ()
b 4 I I I I ]
Y 4 - | - | - | - | - |
[ fanY | | | | |
SV | | | | 1
DY)
-LhFﬁ'—|—'—-phf—'—|
\ \ } —H  —i— i — | } —
| — ! A - 1 [ ! 11 [ [ | [ [ | [ 1 - ! 1
C — 1 ‘ 3 \ et 1
broughtalong. Nowyou nail me to the doorjust like you were assmartas the next man. Nail this scum to

Lta lpiesliies lzir Sles 23

i@kb

r ()
b 4 I I I ]
) = I = I = I = I
SV 1 1 1 1
DY)
| [ — [~ [ -—ﬂ
| @ L7 [ | i'
[ [ [ | [ } } } H U £ “ } } } [ || \/\ [ [ [ 1
N 1 \ 1 1 ‘ r —— 1 | = —
3 3
the barn door. You know you want to. A slap wasnot e- nough that nightat the gradu -
2 1 ] 1 E— 1 ‘ | 1 -
Q\: [ [ | [ [ | [ [ | [ [ ]
i [ J i @ i [ J i @ i [ J i @ i [ i 1
Sidney
mp3
” () p [ p— —3 s B
7 - | - = A= = —5o ]
@ | | G Z—1 ‘ =
) ® —
At thefirst flick of day Iwill beinghim to you.
m —_—
fax \A)- .]) T &ﬁ H‘ A),- f - T = T - ]
i — — . — i ——— I I I
[ | | 4 ’ [ || & O | | 1
N ‘ 1
. . . . A/\
ation. Inthe morningbring Brian, don't forget!

1P
1P

et s s iies st

D itsxb

J



Gareth 47
(Fade to Gareth's bedroom) mf p ————————
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You're stoned,ain't you? You didn't do nothingtohim I bet.
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9 | | | ]
[ i i i i
%)V | P=C @] | H- 1 1

v
0 I I — ]
I o == o |
1 1 1 1
O
(e 9 | | ]
y AN O | - | - |
[ fan ~ | | |
"V | | 1
)
Sidney
nf —3—
, — = —
o 7= T et 7ol for " o ae
[ [ | | [ [ | [ | | [ [ [ | I ~—
>N | =l | m— | ——— m—
3 3 3 3
I told RoyI'ddig up Brian for himto see Roy nailed there, and I promisedI'd bethereat daybreak.
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If Iseeyouhave gone overto that

WillRoy already be dead when you get there?Sidney.
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You'rea coy faggot, that's what you are, and that's why they fucked you in jail
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Ma as amealticket and tokeep me. Youheld yourself aloof, your coynessdrove him crazy.
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You are  thecauseof it all! It's almost sunrise,  Brian
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There ain'tan honest hair onyour pretty head.
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will be waiting impatiently  forus. By God, hewas telling the truth foroncein his life.
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Are you dead Roy?
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Becauseif you ain't, I aim to shoot you myself and putyou out ofyour mis - e - ry.
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Youlet go of my prisoner.I am fulfilling my part of this bargain, and you keep out of it.
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Lookat thesize ofthese nails! Youare a Goddamned fiend, Sidney. Put that gundownandhelp me
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with Brian. I ain't dead, Sidney. Pull__ out the rest____ of the
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First go to the kitchen cup-board and get me the pink bottle marked Emergency Only, Dangerous.
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Sidney Roy

It ain't poisonis it, Roy? Whatdoyou care?No itain't poison. Get it or pull out the rest of the nails without it.
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from the bottle) Sidney
p mf mp
ol I’)O A o | I | L I | I
)% ot j e —
A & | [ [ £7..Y I 1”4 | | | ) | | | | | | |
C | \.)4\’ | o 3\ [ \V) I \'/ | i_‘_[l- I } | | ! [ [ [ i 1
Suit yourself. I'm going topullout the remainingones now. Canyouhear me? Roy?
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I am somixed up; I don'tknow whoI am. Didyou ever? Everything comes to
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you in the end. Byandby it allcomes downto you. It'stoo late, Sidney. No itain't Roy...
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You'll mend.Letmecallthe doctor. Don'tbother. Icanseeit's
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(Sidney's face draws closer to
Roy's and his lips touch him)
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Sidney? Does it have to  havea meaning? Whoever 1 am, I am yours..for thousands of years
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I'vebeen yours. Youreternal sweetheart, [ am all yours. Why did it take yousolong then?
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Why did it take you so long to tell me it wasn't hate youhadforme after all?
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You're mine. That'sall I know. It'srealnowandit'll bereal tomorrow. I don'thave no tomorrow.
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I don'thaveno  to - morrow. You never wasthat tenderwith me, Sidney.
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Yougo downstairs now, Gareth.

Royand I have a

lot to talk about.
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watch this,

going to mem-or - ize by heart what I'm seeing.

I got something to

say to you two.
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You'd better listen. What about him? What about me? Are you mine, Sid? Answer me.
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I will give you one last chance. There's a  passageway through the basement.
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It leads to theold rendering sheds. We can hideinthemif you'll go with me.
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Quit holding him like that. You neverloved me. Butyoucan't love trashlike him. Get your mouth off
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that carcassand come out with me. I can't Gareth, even if I wanted to. Ican't run no more.
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I  belong withthe one I have run from for so long. Il give you five seconds to
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I told you I have

come with me!

leave that dirty motherfuckerand

O

(@]

g

©

¢

[

)
p 4
[y,

BN

N
N

O

go joinBrian and this

Thenyou double crossing corpsehunter,

I'm staying.

run enough.
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(Gareth shoots Sidney)
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(He shoots Roy in the head. The scene fades to

58 hospital room. Gareth is in a hospital bed covered Gareth
in bloody bandages, obviously dying with Dr. Ulric mp
- Mrs Vaisey gradually appears from the shadows 3
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I couldn't be shut out again, I couldn'tlose Sidney.
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After I had al-ready

lostmy horses, andmy fathemnd two brothers.

Yet that was happening right in front
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Then

shuttingme out with their better_
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nother before my eyes. Like I  didn't exist any more. nor neverhad existed - €d. they loved
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one another like that. That hard. It waslike they were  angels. Theylooked__ into one a-
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nother'seyes like they had found the Promised Land.
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I warned him,

but he wouldn't listen.
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They were famished for one another's lips. Our little mountain
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town hashadits veil tornaway, and there have been thingsrevealed justas terrible asthosewe read aboutin large

cities the world over. Only more terrible, I do be- lieve. ‘Where are the nurses?
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1 was deceived by Sidney, and he deceived himself. Doctor, please,
0O
P - I - I - b= b I
[ fan) | | 1) L |
SV 1 1 1 1
) =
| |
l | | | I | | ]
. | N | | | I | |
I 1 |
‘ 1 \ (8]
Dr Ulric
O mp
£ T 0 ® ':hﬁ
[ ‘ e e =]
\e) [— ‘ - 3
he's in such pain. Can't you give him something?__ He's had all the morphinewe
0
A I I I I
[ fan Y n | | | |
SV o 1 E— | 1 1
Y, Tt KX NG N EQN
P = . - < R4
v
. | | | ]
hdll | | | |
Z | | | |
© Ee g = ey



Gareth 61
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dare administer. I wantthe truth taken_down andgivento everyoneto read. I had toshoot
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them. Yes, I know. It allowed them to forget me,
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and it let them go._ I'm a - lone, am I?
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(The Doctor takes a cloth to wipe away the blood on Gareth's face.
Mrs Vaisey takes the cloth from him and embraces her son tenderly kissing him)



